hartfliorn. Thefe ptifans prevent the pains of the ftomach, which this medicine fometimes occafions.
I have always given this medicine in a bolus in corporated with the bitter extra&s, or cordial electua ries ; by which method we partly guard againft the pains of the ftomach. Great care ought to be taken, not to make it up with conferves or fyrups of acid fruits, for the reafons already given.
I am in hopes, that, notwithftanding the prejudice, which prevails againft this preparation, it will be ufed with fuccefs in all the cafes abo v e-mention'd.; provided attention be given to the obfervations, which I have made in this paper. And it is to Dr. Pringle that we are indebted for an excellent medicine, which may be brought into familiar ufe, if people accuftom themfelves to adminifter it with prudence. Read N ov. 7,T A M juft returned from Briftol, where I X have feen an extraordinary young man, whofe cafe is very furprifing. He is fhewn publicly for money, and therefore I fend you the printed bill, which is given about to bring company; and alfo a true copy of a certificate from the minifter of the parifh, where he was baptized, together with the atteftation of feveral of the neighbours of great credit I went myfelf to view and examine this very ex traordinary and fupriling, but melancholy fubjedt; a lad entering the fifteenth year of his age, whofe ftature is no more than two feet feven inches, and weight thirteen pounds 3 labouring under all the miferies and calamities of very old agej being weak and emaciated, his eyes dim, his hearing very bad, his coun tenance fallen, his voice very low and hollow ; a dry hufky inward cough, low and hollow ; his head hanging down before, fo that his chin touches his bread: 3 confequently his fhoulders are raifed, and his back rounded, not unlike a hump-back. His teeth are all decay'd and rotten, except one fore tooth below. He is fo weak, that he cannot ftand eredt without a fupport.
XLII. Extract of a Letter from
The father and mother both told me, that he was naturally fprightly, tho' weakly, until he was feven years old, would attempt to ling and play about, and then weighed nineteen pounds, and was as tall as, if not taller than, at prefent, naturally ftrait, wellgrown, and in due proportion : but from that period he hath gradually declined, and grew weaker, lofing his teeth by degrees, and is now reduced to the un happy Hate I have been defcribing. The mother . is a very jolly healthy woman, in the prime of life: the father enjoys the fame bleffing. They both affure
